David Mayorga Interview

M: My name is David Mayorga, I am President of Dam Good Consulting and I am also a partner with Global Quality Alliance. We do a lot of pharmaceutical consulting.

Q: Describe a little bit about what your business is and what you do.
M: my business is primarily working with pharmaceutical companies, biotechnology companies that are either start-up companies that want to get into the regulations of FDA or other agencies that regulate food, pharmaceuticals, biotechs, whatever they are, and we help them establish the business they need in order to get their drug into the market.  In some cases there are pharmaceutical companies that are either in trouble, or are going to be in trouble with the FDA or some other regulatory agency, and we come in and try to help them try to alleviate that, or help them get everything into place so they are in compliant with all of the regulations that are in place.

Q: And how did you come to this point in your career? Can you back up a little bit to maybe high school or before and talk to us a little bit about science and how it led you to this.

M: Ok, it all started, I wanted to be a doctor, so I went p re-med in high school, learned about biology, chemistry, all that was there, did fairly well then I went into the University of Texas, which is where I went to school.  While I was there, I was taking all the required courses, and one of them required me to work in the ER, or emergency room, and while I was there, I decided that medicine was not for me. 

However, at that point, I had already taken all of these classes, so I decided to finish my course work for a biology degree. When I graduated, again, most people were telling me the only thing you can do is teach, what else can you do with a biology degree? So I looked around, and I was fortunate enough to work for a company called Abad Laboratories, they saw that I had the background they needed, they saw that I had already worked in a hospital doing lab work, and things like that, and so they hired me, and I worked for them for ten years, doing everything from laboratory work, and little by little I got promoted to manufacturing. 

 I did a lot of engineering, all different kind of course work that basically the biology degree provided the background they needed, and everything else I provided myself and learned as I went along. I got invited to go to Colorado, again for the background I had in pharmaceuticals, and worked here for about seven or eight years, for other different companies, and eventually I got tired of working from 8 to 5, so I decided to do my own consulting. And in doing so, because of the experience I had, I worked with all types of companies, providing whatever kind of expertise they need.

Q: Talk to me a little bit about the qualities that you have as a scientist, and as a business person, that you think serve you well in your work.

M: One of the things that works for me quite a bit I that I’m very inquisitive.  I’m always known for asking why are we doing this, and why do we do this, this way.  People get ingrained in the way they do things and it becomes a habit, not always a good one or a bad one, but just simply the way they do things. 

So I come along and ask them: this is the way you’re doing things, why are you doing them this particular way? It doesn’t always mean it’s bad, it just means you’re looking at it from a different perspective, and now it bring up questions of can we do this more efficiently, or is it great they way it is now? I think that the more I do quite a bit of reading, technology changes daily now, so I’m always trying to keep up with what’s new, what’s the next thing that’s coming in the market, whose doing this, whose doing that, so it’s always very important to keep on reading, it doesn’t have to be anything on the detailed level, but the more you read, and the more you find out about what technologies there are the better it makes you, not only as an employee, but as a person who comes in from the outside, bringing in new ideas, and new methodologies. 

Q: Do you think this is an exciting time in science right now?

M: Most definitely, there are a tremendous amount of things going on from nanotechnology, to biofuels, to renewable energies, to right now the pharma market is such that there aren’t any really innovative drugs coming out but they are always looking for new ones for different ailments. They’re still looking for a lot of cures, cures for cancers, Alzheimer’s, all types of things, so definitely the biotechnology and pharmaceutical companies are looking for new blood to bring into their companies to bring in new ideas and try and figure some of these things out. Again, the technology changes very rapidly, and right now it’s a great time to be in this environment. 

Q: Living in Colorado, and working in Colorado, you’ve chosen to stay here, as a consultant you could live anywhere, why do you like to be in Colorado in your business?

M: Besides the environment, you have the mountains, you have the outdoors, and everything that goes with it, which is great, for me. It’s great because I’m pretty much in the central part of the country. If you look where most of that pharmas are, they’re either in the east or west coast. So when they look at what we can provide they always, a lot of the consultants are on either side of the coast, being in the middle we can not only serve the east and west coast, but north of here and south, so we’re perfect, right in the middle.  It minimizes a lot of things from travel times, to availability, to all different, and plus everybody likes Colorado, so they’re like oh, you’re from there?! So it really just engages the clients, and helps a little to bring a different perspective. I just love living here. 

Q: if you were a young person growing up in Colorado, and you were considering going away to study, or just staying here, living somewhere else, living here, is there anything about Colorado, would you recommend that kids stay in Colorado?

M: Most definitely. Colorado has great universities, of course there’s the University of Colorado, there’s UNC, there’s Metro, there’s all types of different educational systems here that are greatly recognized, and have great potential. I think that if you’re looking into the sciences right now, little by little Colorado is trying to make its niche here, most recent news, the governor is bringing, or trying to bring in more resources especially in the renewable energy area, which sounds more like it might be in the technical area but again they require degrees in biology, chemistry, all the sciences that are available, each one plays its own part in the whole entity that they are trying to put in place. Again, from here you can get all types of different resources, available in especially veterinary, if you look at Colorado Springs, there’s more medical devices, more pharmaceuticals that are trying to be drawn in there. So, this whole area, this whole corridor, little by little will be growing more in the sciences. 

Q: What’s fun about being a scientist, or what do you like about being a scientist? Are you glad that you’ve devoted this much of your life to science?

M: The fun part about it is always discovering something new. Even though the systems, the procedures, everything that goes along with it is always pretty standardized, no matter where you go you find something new, something different that you can work on. Again, every company, every place you go has something that they are working on, and little by little as you ingrain new individuals,  and bring in new people you’re always being more innovative in the things you do, or in the way you innovate for new products, new drug, whatever it may be. 

So the fun part, aside from the usual mundane paperwork  that has to be done, it’s inevitable, there’s always a what’s new, and what are we going to create now? And that’s what makes science pretty exciting, it does take a lot of foundation you do have to go to the books, you do have to pay the price for that, but once you get into the system, into the new scientific environment, it gets pretty exciting. 

Q: Speaking of the way that you get into the industry, if your son was wanting to get into bioscience as career, what would you recommend he do while he’s in school, and after school to really get his foot in the door here in Colorado?

M: Again, make sure you understand the basics, everything starts with a foundation of the basics, and I know everyone has to go through it, so pay attention in school, I think that’s the start. 

But along with that, make sure that you network with other people, with other companies. There are a lot of associations that you can join that introduce you to a lot of people in the industry. That way, when you get ready to go look for a job, these individuals that you have interacted with say oh, I remember this individual, and I liked the way he interacted, or she interacted, and at least they know who you are now. 

So I highly recommend that even when you’re in high school, try to get a summer job with one of the local companies, even if your being just a mail person, or something that you think is insignificant, but once you get in there, the people will start looking at who you are, they’ll look at what you’re work ethic is, how you do things, and little by little, as you network, your opportunities to find a job, especially here, where the job network is very tight, it gets you the edge over somebody else.  So, primarily network, network, that’s my number one recommendation, and now just again, try and see if you can get into something related to that industry. Anything that can make you more experienced always helps. 

Q: You were saying you were going to be a doctor, what made you want to be a doctor? What initially got you excited? You knew it was going to be a lot of work, right?

M: well, no, I decided I wanted to be a doctor probably in elementary school, I watched a lot of the t.v. doctors, and I thought they had the greatest life in the world. Little by little is started looking into the biology, the biosciences, chemistry, and everything that’s involved. The high school I went to was very supportive of that, so I did fairly well in that area. Again, the influence at that time: I thought it was a very prestigious career.  I had other friends that were going into that area too, and so that’s what I thought I wanted to do. 

But again, at that point in my life all it was, was books, all I did was study, and look at the books, to get the foundation. I never really went and volunteered at a hospital, or an adult day care, anything like that, so I really had no idea what was entailed until I got to college, and then again the course work started getting a little more difficult, and little by little as I engaged and started getting more active in that area, when I started learning first aid, going through, I became an EMT also, an emergency medical technician, it was at that point when I said oh my god, do I really want to do this? And at that point is said I probably wanted to try a different career. But at that point I had no clue what other career I was going to do. 

So, again, by happenstance, again, I was networking so I knew of different companies that were looking for biologists, and I happen to fall into Abad Laboratories, where I worked.

