
Limmer et al., Emergency Care, 11th Edition

© 2009 by Pearson Education, Inc., Upper Saddle River, NJ

DOT 

Directory

Chapter 7

Scene Size-Up



Limmer et al., Emergency Care, 11th Edition

© 2009 by Pearson Education, Inc., Upper Saddle River, NJ

DOT 

Directory

U.S. DOT Objectives Directory

U.S. DOT Objectives are covered and/or supported by the PowerPointÊ Slide 
Program and Notes for Emergency Care, 11th Ed. Please see the Chapter 7 
correlation below.

*KNOWLEDGE AND ATTITUDE

Å 3-1.1 Recognize hazards or potential hazards. Slides 5-10

Å 3-1.2 Describe common hazards found at the scene of a trauma and a medical 
patient. Slides 10-15

Å 3-1.3 Determine if the scene is safe to enter. Slides 7-10

Å 3-1.4 Discuss common mechanisms of injury or nature of illness.

Slides 6, 21-37

Å 3-1.5 Discuss the reason for identifying the total number of patients at the 
scene. Slide 6

Å 3-1.6 Explain the reason for identifying the need for additional help or 
assistance. Slides 6, 9, 38-40

Å 3-1.7 Explain the rationale for crew members to evaluate scene safety prior to 
entering. Slides 7-9

Å 3-1.8 Serve as a model for others, explaining how patient situations affect your 
evaluation of mechanism of injury or illness. Slides 6, 21-37 (cont.)
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U.S. DOT Objectives Directory

*SKILLS

Å 3-1.9 Observe various scenarios and identify potential hazards.
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Initial Steps
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Scene Size-Up

Evaluate the scene for safety 

hazards. 

ïYourself

ïCrew

ïPatient(s)

ïBystander(s)

Take the necessary Standard 

Precautions.
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Scene Size-Up

Determine the: 

ïMechanism of injury vs. nature of 

illness

ïNumber of patients

ïNeed for additional resources
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Scene Safety
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An assessment to assure 

the well-being of the EMT

Scene Safety

(cont.)



Limmer et al., Emergency Care, 11th Edition

© 2009 by Pearson Education, Inc., Upper Saddle River, NJ

DOT 

Directory

Protect bystanders (prevent them from 

becoming patients).

Never enter an unsafe scene.

Make scene safe or call for someone 

who can.

Scene Safety
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Danger Zone

Minimum of 50 feet around scene; 

further if:

ïFuel spill

ïFire

ïHazardous materials

ïDowned power lines
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Crash or Rescue Scenes

© Mark C. Ide

© Shannon Stapleton/Reuters/Corbis
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Toxic Substances or Hazmat
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Unstable Surfaces: 

Slopes, Ice, Water

© Howard M. Paul/Emergency! Stock
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