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U.S. DOT Objectives Directory

U.S. DOT Objectives are covered and/ o
Program and Notes for Emergency Care, 11th Ed. Please see the Chapter 21
correlation below.

*KNOWLEDGE AND ATTITUDE
4-6.1 List various ways that poisons enter the body. Slides 19-22
4-6.2 List signs and symptoms associated with poisoning. Slides 18, 23, 25

4-6.3 Discuss the emergency medical care for the patient with possible
overdose. Slides 51, 62-63

4-6.4 Describe the steps in the emergency medical care for the patient with
suspected poisoning. Slides 27-36, 40, 45

4-6.5 Establish the relationship between the patient suffering from poisoning or
overdose and airway management. Slides 28, 36, 40, 51

4-6.6 State the generic and trade names, indications, contraindications,
medication form, dose, administration, actions, side effects, and reassessment
strategies for activated charcoal. Slides 29-35

A 4-6.7 Recognize the need for medical direction in caring for patient with
poisoning or overdose. Slides 24, 62

o Io Do To Do Do

(cont.)
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U.S. DOT Objectives Directory

*KNOWLEDGE AND ATTITUDE

A 4-6.8 Explain the rationale for administering activated charcoal. Slides 30-31,
36

A 4-6.9 Explain the rationale for contacting medical direction early in the
prehospital management of the poisoning or overdose patient. Slide 24

(cont.)
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U.S. DOT Objectives Directory

*SKILLS

A 4-6.10 Demonstrate the steps in the emergency medical care for the patient
with possible overdose.
4-6.11 Demonstrate the steps in the emergency medical care for the patient

A
with suspected poisoning.
4-6.12 Perform the necessary steps required to provide a patient with activated

A
A

charcoal.
A
activated charcoal.
4-6.15 Demonstrate completing a prehospital care report for patients with a

4-6.13 Demonstrate the assessment and documentation of patient response.
4-6.14 Demonstrate proper disposal of equipment for the administration of

A
poisoning or overdose emergency.
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Poison
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Poison

¥ Any substance that can harm the
body by altering cell structure or
functions

(cont.)
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Poison

¥ One million cases annually
¥ Murder or suicide attempts
¥ Accidental or intentional
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ToXin

¥ A poisonous substance
secreted by bacteria, plants, or
animals

(cont.)
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ToXin

¥ Examples:
I Mushrooms
I Variety of house plants
I Bacterial contaminants in food
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Common Ingested Poisons

¥ Acetaminophen

¥ Acids and alkalis

¥ Antihistamines

¥ Aspirin

% Food poisoning

¥ Insecticides

¥ Petroleum products
¥ Plants
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Acetaminophen

¥ Nausea and vomiting

¥ Jaundice (delayed sign)
OR

¥ No signs or symptoms
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Acids and Alkalis

¥ Burns on or around the lips

¥ Burning in mouth, throat, and
abdomen

¥ Vomiting
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Antihistamines

¥ Hyperactivity or drowsiness

¥ Rapid pulse, flushed skin, and
dilated pupils
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Aspirin

¥ Delayed signs and symptoms
¥ Ringing in the ears

¥ Deep and rapid breathing

¥ Bruising
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Food Poisoning

¥ Various types of signs and
symptoms

¥ Abdominal pain
¥ Nausea and vomiting

¥ Diarrhea
® Fever
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Insecticides

¥ Slow pulse

¥ Excessive salivation and sweating
¥ Nausea, vomiting, and diarrhea

¥ Breathing difficulties

¥ Constricted pupils
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Petroleum Products

¥ Characteristic odor of breath,
clothing, and vomitus

* If aspiration occurredo coughing
and difficulty breathing
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Plants

¥ Range of signs and symptoms
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Routes of Poisoning

Inhalation

@%‘ T Absorption

&
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Ingestion

% Poisons that are swallowed:
I Household and industrial chemicals

I Medications

.
.
s
I Agricultural products

Plant materials

mproperly prepared food

Petroleum products ||

q
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Inhalation

¥ Poisons that are breathed In:
I Gases: ammonia, chlorine
I Vapors: carbon monoxide
I Sprays: insecticides
I Volatile liquid chemicals: change easily
from liquid to gas

nwro
nwro
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Absorption

¥ Poisons taken in through unbroken
skin:
I Corrosives or irritants
I Through bloodstream
I Insecticides and chemicals

ABSORPTION

Household
cleaners

Insecticides
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The Effects of Poison
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media/6poisonl.htm

Scene Assessment

® What substance was involved and how
much?

I Get exact spelling.

I Bring container to hospital with patient.

i If unknowno estimate the maximum possible
amount.

¥ When did the exposure occur?

I ED personnel need to know as closely as
possible the time of ingestion.

¥ Period of exposure

T First time use or chronic user

I If unknownd estimate the shortest and
longest possible time.

(cont.)
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Scene Assessment

¥ What interventions have been done?
I Traditional home remedies may be harmful.

#¥Pati ent 0s wel ght ?

I Critical in determining appropriate
treatment

¥ What effect is patient experiencing?

I Nausea and vomiting are the two most
common signs and symptoms.
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FYIO Food Poisoning

® What Is 1t?

I Bacterial growth when exposed to
conditions

I Raw meat, poultry, fish left at room
temperature

¥ Signs and symptoms.

I Nausea, vomiting, abdominal cramps,
diarrhea, and fever

& Prevention

I Wash hands, utensils, and cutting boards,
and store/cook food at correct temperature.
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Ingested Poisons

If directed, administer charcoal.

)

Position patient and have suction available.

)
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