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U.S. DOT Objectives Directory

U.S. DOT Objectives are covered and/or supported by the PowerPointÊ Slide 
Program and Notes for Emergency Care, 11th Ed. Please see the Chapter 34 
correlation below.

*KNOWLEDGE AND ATTITUDE

Å 7-1.1 Discuss the medical and nonmedical equipment needed to respond to a 
call. Slides 7-18

Å 7-1.2 List the phases of an ambulance call. Slides 5-39

Å 7-1.3 Describe the general provisions of state laws relating to the operation of 
the ambulance and privileges in any or all of the following categories: Slides 22, 
29-30, 36

ï Speed

ï Warning lights

ï Sirens

ï Right-of-way

ï Parking

ï Turning

Å 7-1.4 List contributing factors to unsafe driving conditions. Slides 25, 27

(cont.)
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*KNOWLEDGE AND ATTITUDE

Å 7-1.5 Describe the considerations that should be given to: Slide 27

ï Request for escorts

ï Following an escort vehicle

ï Intersections

Å 7-1.6 Discuss "Due Regard for Safety of All Others" while operating an 

emergency vehicle. Slide 26

Å 7-1.7 State what information is essential in order to respond to a call. Slide 20

Å 7-1.8 Discuss various situations that may affect response to a call. Slides 22-

28

Å 7-1.9 Differentiate between the various methods of moving a patient to the unit 

based upon injury or illness. Slides 33-34

Å 7-1.10 Apply the components of the essential patient information in a written 

report. Slides 37-39

(cont.)
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U.S. DOT Objectives Directory

*KNOWLEDGE AND ATTITUDE

Å 7-1.11 Summarize the importance of preparing the unit for the next response. 

Slide 39

Å 7-1.12 Identify what is essential for completion of a call. Slide 39

Å 7-1.13 Distinguish among the terms cleaning, disinfection, high-level 

disinfection, and sterilization. Slide 39

Å 7-1.14 Describe how to clean or disinfect items following patient care. Slide 39

Å 7-1.15 Explain the rationale for appropriate report of patient information. Slide 

39

Å 7-1.16 Explain the rationale for having the unit prepared to respond. Slides 38-

39
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Phases of the 

Ambulance Call
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Terminating the call

Transporting the patient

Transferring patient to the ambulance

Dispatch & responding

Preparation for the call

Phases of the Ambulance Call
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Check equipment

ïMechanical/fluids

ïWalk-around

ïCommunication

ïTreatment 

supplies

ïSafety equipment

ïOther supplies

Is it there?

Does it work?

Will it fail?

Preparation for the Call

(cont.)
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Check equipment: mechanical/fluids

ïñUnder-hoodò check

ïStarts

ïSteers

ïStops

ïStays running

Preparation for the Call
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Mechanical Inspection

Follow your agencyôs checklist through a 

careful mechanical inspection. Be as sure as 

you can about your safetyðand the publicôs. 



Limmer et al., Emergency Care, 11th Edition

© 2009 by Pearson Education, Inc., Upper Saddle River, NJ

DOT 

Directory

Check equipment: walk around 

ïNew body damage

ïFluid leaks

ïTire wear

ïWarning equipment

Preparation for the Call
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Walk-Around Inspection

Start the engine. Turn on the lighting 

equipment. Literally walk around the vehicle, 

looking and listening. What is your equipment 

telling you?
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Check equipment: communications

ïDispatch

ïHandheld

ïMedical direction

Preparation for the Call
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Communications Checks

Your radio equipmentðand your warning 

equipmentðare vital to your patientsô safety

and to yours. They need to work perfectly.
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Check equipment: treatment supplies

ïSuction

ïOxygen/resuscitation

ïCarrying devices

ïDefibrillation

Preparation for the Call

Follow     
agency or state 

checklist

(cont.)
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Check equipment: safety equipment

ïStandard Precautions equipment

ïBinoculars

ïScene wear

Preparation for the Call

(cont.)
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Check equipment: other supplies

ïCarry-in kits

ïMaps

ïPersonal gear

Preparation for the Call

(cont.)
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Ensure cleanliness

ïCarry-in gear

ïAmbulance interior

ïAmbulance exterior

Disease 
prevention

Public     
perception

Personal          
pride

Preparation for the Call

(cont.)
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Your equipment talks about you all the 
timeðmake sure it refers to you as a 
professional.

Preparation for the Call


