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Chapter 37

EMS Response to Terrorism
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Understanding Terrorism
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A violent act dangerous to human life, 

to intimidate or coerce a government, 

the civilian population, or any 

segment thereof, in furtherance of 

political or social objectives

Terrorism
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Directed at government or a 

population, without foreign 

direction

Often fragmented and leaderless

Domestic Terrorism

(cont.)



Limmer et al., Emergency Care, 11th Edition

© 2009 by Pearson Education, Inc., Upper Saddle River, NJ

Domestic Terrorism
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Foreign based

Activities cross national 

boundaries.

Often religious or politically 

motivated

International Terrorism



Limmer et al., Emergency Care, 11th Edition

© 2009 by Pearson Education, Inc., Upper Saddle River, NJ

Weapons of 
Mass 

Destruction

Chemical

Biological

Radiological

Nuclear 
Explosive

Types of Terrorism
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September 11, 2001

© Corbis/Sygma
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EMS Response
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Always remember that responders 

may be targets of terrorism. Never 

compromise your own safety during 

an incident.

Safety



Limmer et al., Emergency Care, 11th Edition

© 2009 by Pearson Education, Inc., Upper Saddle River, NJ

First Responders may be targets.

Consider the possibility of 

secondary devices/events.

Utilize SOPs and protocols.

Never compromise your own safety.

Responder Safety



Limmer et al., Emergency Care, 11th Edition

© 2009 by Pearson Education, Inc., Upper Saddle River, NJ

Identifying the possible threats

posed by the event

Recognizing the possible harms

posed by the event

Identifying protection measures 

based on the possible threats and 

harms

Responder Considerations
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Identify Threat Posed by the 

Event

OTTO signs:

ïOccupancy or location

ïType of event

ïTiming of the event

ïOn-scene warning signs
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Symbolic/historic targets:

ïWhite House

ïIRS offices

Public buildings and assembly 

areas:

ïShopping malls

ïConvention centers

Occupancy/Location

(cont.)
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Controversial businesses:

ïNuclear facilities

ïFamily-planning offices

Infrastructure systems:

ïPower plants

ïHospitals

Occupancy/Location
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Explosions/incendiaries

Incidents involving firearms

Non-trauma MCIs

Type of Event
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National holidays

Anniversaries of other terrorist 

events

Timing of Event
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Unexplained patterns of illness

Chemical containers

Unusual items at locations

Fires with unusual behavior

On-Scene Warning Signs
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TRACEM-P:

Recognize the Harms Posed 

by the Threat

(cont.)

Thermal harm

ïExtreme heat or cold

Radiological harm

ïNuclear particles
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Recognize the Harms Posed 

by the Threat

(cont.)


