




Maybe it was 
growing up with 
Death Valley not  
just in his backyard, but 
as his backyard. Not to 
mention Petrified Forest. 
Joshua Tree. The Grand 
Canyon.

When your father works 
for the National Park 
Service, you move around 
a lot. Victor Andersen’s 
curiosity about his sur-
roundings as a youngster 
quickly evolved into a 
sense of wonder about 
the universe. Now that he 
is CCA’s new assistant pro-
fessor of astronomy and 
physics, Andersen imparts 
his fascination with the 
stars and galaxies in 
the classroom, where 
students benefit from his 
“stellar” knowledge.  

Andersen earned his 
bachelor’s and mas-
ter’s degrees from New 
Mexico Tech, and his 
Ph.D. from the University 
of Alabama, all in phys-
ics. Andersen previously 
worked as an instruction-
al assistant professor of 

physics at the University 
of Houston, and while 
there, had the opportu-
nity to work on the 2001 
Mars Odyssey Spacecraft, 
investigating the effects 
of radiation on humans in 
space.

Andersen is intrigued by  
the recent discovery 
of ice on Mars.  “The 
ultimate driver of a lot of 
what we’re doing on Mars 
is to determine if there 
is life elsewhere in the 
solar system. Is life a rare 
commodity, or not? Either 
answer will be interesting, 
but we want to know,” he 
says.

Andersen says that the 
human imagination is 
great, but when it comes 
to nature, it’s very poor. 
“We actually under-
imagine what’s going 
on out there,” he says. 
He coaches his students 
not to be intimidated by 
things they may not un-
derstand. “It’s good to be 
confused—it means that 
you’re discovering new 
things. It means we’re 
moving forward.”

Victor Andersen is eager 

to begin using CCA’s 

new observatory in his 

astronomy courses.

CCA Astronomer Brings the Stars 
Down to Earth

Student Orientation Hours vary 
Aug. 9, Aug. 11-14, Fine Arts Forum and Student Centre Rotunda

Registration Marathon (see related article) 
8 a.m. Aug. 15 to 12 noon Aug. 16

Vendor Day 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m., Aug. 25, Student Centre Rotunda

Free Smoothies 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m., Aug. 26, Student Centre Rotunda

Welcome Back Lunch 
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., Aug. 27, Student Centre Rotunda

Welcome Back Lunch Lowry Campus 
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., Aug. 28, Lowry Campus 903 Lounge

Victor Andersen makes 

an adjustment to the  

Celestron telescope in 

CCA’s new observatory.

CCA 
Events



President Bowman  
Issues “Green”  

Reminder

President Linda Bow-
man has reminded the 
campus community that 
Gov. Bill Ritter last fall 
signed executive orders 
“asking us all to take 
positions of leadership in 
the new energy economy 
by reducing our energy 
consumption.

“These are measures that 
make sense for all of us, 
at work and at home,” 
Bowman said. She added 
that the orders ask for 
people to increase the 
use of renewable energy 
sources, increase energy 
efficiency, reduce waste, 
and increase recycling.

“I encourage each of you 
to do your part,” Bow-
man said. “For example, 
turn out lights whenever 
you leave a classroom or 
office. Don’t make copies 
that you don’t really need. 
If we each do our small 
part, we can make a big 
difference.”

• • •

Save the Date:
2+2 Launch for New 

Partnership to be  
Held August 1

The official launch of the 
2+2 Plan, an exciting new 
partnership between the 
Community College of 
Aurora and Metropolitan 
State College of Denver, 
will take place at 11 a.m. 
on Friday, Aug. 1, in the 
Student Centre Rotunda 
on CCA’s CentreTech 
Campus.

Officials from CCA, Metro 
State, and the Colorado 
Community College sys-
tem will be on hand for a 
signing ceremony.

The 2+2 Plan will allow 
students to earn an as-
sociate’s degree at CCA, 
then complete a Metro 
State bachelor’s degree 
in biology or psychology, 
all without leaving CCA’s 
Lowry or CentreTech 
campuses. To learn more 
about the program, visit 
www.mscd.edu/two-
plustwo or  
www.ccaurora.edu/
students/enrollment/
advising/transfer

• • •

CCA’s Center for  
Simulation Receives 

Gift of Two Ambulances

CCA’s Emergency Medical 
Provider Program has 
received gifts of two used 
ambulances, one from 
Peak Motor Coach, Ltd., of 
Denver, and one from Sta-
dium Medical of Arvada. 
The gifts were presented 
to the college on July 3 
on the Lowry campus.

In an article published 
in the July 2 edition of 
the Aurora Sentinel, Pony 
Anderson, coordinator of 
the simulation program at 
CCA, said she was excited 
for both the training pos-
sibilities as well as the 
chance to further expand 
the type of training at 
CCA. Anderson said the 
ambulances would be 
used to train new recruits 
and will offer professional 
development for current 
EMTs.

The donated ambulances 
were made possible by 
Leo Branstetter, owner of 
Peak Motor Coach, and 
Rodger Ames, president 
of Stadium Medical.
 “I can’t emphasize 
enough what great 
friends these people  
are to the college,”  
Anderson said.

• • •

“Dream Starter”  
Registration  

Marathon a First  
for CCA

The college’s first-ever 
Registration Marathon 
will be held from 8 a.m. 
on Friday, August 15, to 
noon on Saturday, August 
16. Prospective students 
can stop by 16000 E. Cen-
treTech Parkway all night 
long to find out how to 
apply to CCA, how to 
register for classes, how 
to apply for scholarships 
and the College Opportu-
nity Fund, and sign up for 
financial aid. Marathon at-
tendees can also explore 
degree options, tour the 
college, and meet CCA 
faculty and staff. Event 
organizers plan to hold 
numerous activities, and 
free food, prizes, movies, 
and live music will be 
available throughout the 
event. Two radio stations, 
107.1 and Mix 100, will 
conduct live remotes 
from the campus, and 
an MTV booth will give 
out prizes. On Saturday 
morning, the Devotions 
Car Club will show their 
hot rods, complete with 
extraordinary hydraulic 
systems. The Devotions 
Car Club is nationally 
known and is expected to 
draw people to campus. 

• • •

CCA 
News 
Briefs

City of 
Aurora 
Events

The following are some of the public events offered by the City of Aurora in July and August:

Banks in Harmony... the City’s free evening summer concert series will be held in various Aurora parks. Upcoming concerts include: 	
	 Queen City Jazz Band (Dixieland Jazz)		  July 24, Meadowood Park, 3054 S. Laredo St. 
	 Western Flyer (Country Western)			    July 31, Meadowood Park, 3054 S. Laredo St. 
	 Moments Notice (Variety/Motown/Jazz/Salsa)	  August 7, Meadowood Park, 3054 S. Laredo St.

For more events see: www.auroragov.org.  	 For concert cancellations due to inclement weather, call 303-344-1500 after 3 p.m.

Presidential Campaigns Exhibit... Discover the collateral materials, campaign slogans and other election memorabilia that helped presidents of 
the past get elected. Admission is free.  
	 Aurora History Museum, 15051 E. Alameda Parkway 
	 Through September 17 
	 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday through Friday  
	 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday and Sunday

 




