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Student tips for developing
soft skills in the classroom
PROJECT

MANAGEMENT/

ORGANIZATION

SKILLS

Participate in projects where you are able
to demonstrate your ability to schedule,
organize, manage tasks and time, keep
track of deliverables, complete the
necessary documentation, analyze
ongoing performance of the team, and
use the necessary tools or software to
manage the project and team members.

CRITICAL

THINKING

What are your thoughts about the content you
read for class, a book assignment, a problem that
needs solving? Are you being asked to reflect on
these things and provide your insight? If so, take
advantage of these opportunities to determine
your approach and your reasons for thinking the
way that you do. How would you approach things
differently and why? Dive deep into the what,
when, where and how. Think aloud (with others) if
needed to help you process your thoughts.

COLLABORATION/
INTERPERSONAL

SKILLS

Actively participate in group work where
you can work through problems
together and share your unique
perspectives and ideas as well as listen
to the ideas of others as a team.
Through collaborative learning, you are
exposed to new ideas that you might
not have considered on your own.

IDEA

GENERATION

Have you thought of non- traditional
ways of doing things in the classroom or
in an industry that can progress into
innovative approaches? How does it
apply to what you are studying or in the
world? Spend time writing down your
own ideas and find ways to incorporate
those reflections into class projects,
essays and assignments.

LEADERSHIP/CONFIDENCE

Seek roles and responsibilities in the
classroom and within groups where you
can lead and/or practice the skills you
are good at; motivate others while
putting forth the efforts and the
strategies to achieve team goals.

PROBLEM-SOLVING/
COMMUNICATION

Participate in activities that involve
problem-solving and present your solutions
and how you arrived at them. Take
advantage of opportunities to practice
public speaking. Listen to other approaches
to addressing a problem or issue. Gain
valuable insight and engage in dialogue with
others to work on collaborating to solve a
problem.

